
 

 

 

Newsletter – Wednesday 3 March 2021 

Back to school: ELSA have produced a Back-to-school document suitable 

to explain why children are now coming back to school.  It is centred on 

children who have been working at home over this lockdown period.  It is 

attached to this newsletter.  It is a great tool for promoting discussions at 

home with your child, especially the younger children. 

Assessments: all statutory primary assessments have been cancelled this 

year by the government.  This includes the EYFS data, Y1 phonics screen, 

KS1 SATs, Y4 multiplication check and Y6 SATs.  We will be completing 

teacher assessments for EYFS data, KS1 SATs and KS2 SATS so that it is 

clear for their transition their level of attainment and indicate next steps 

for future teaching.  These assessments will be shared with parents once 

completed in their July reports. 

Family Learning Conferences (FLC): dates for your diary - our next FLCs 

will take place virtually on Monday 26 April and Thursday 29 April 

between 4-7pm.  We will send out booking links for these closer to the 

time.  These have been slightly delayed in order to give all children a 

chance to settle back into school. 

Lateral Flow Tests: lateral flow tests for families of school-age children 

and families of staff. 

Many of you will be aware that parents and carers of school-aged children 

will be able to use lateral flow tests at home as part of the safety measures around children returning to 

school. If you wish to do so, the tests can be used for members of the child’s household and their support 

bubble where applicable. Where possible, families are asked to collect the tests from local sites, not school.  

The test centre opening hours and map is in the link below. 

You can read the Government information about this here. St Luke’s campus at Exeter University, EX2 4TH, is 

one of the three Exeter-based centres, opening times 1pm-7pm Monday-Sunday. 

You can find links on this page to: 

-Find out where to collect test kits 

-Order home test kits online for postal delivery (although we have been asked to recommend that you 

collect in person to avoid pressure on postal services wherever possible). 

-There is further information on the page, e.g. about how to have a lateral flow test administered at a site. 

Dates for your diary: 

Thurs 4 March –

World Book Day 

Fri 19 March –   

Comic Relief – non 

uniform for a 

donation 

Mon 29 March – 

Rainbow Day – Wear 

bright colours 

Thurs 1 April -         

Last day of term 

Tues 20 April –    First 

day of Summer Term 

Mon 26 April – FLC 

Thurs 29 April - FLC 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

 

Families making use of this system should be aware that you need to report the result of your test to the 

NHS either online (much easier) or by phone. Staff are finding that online reporting does take a while as, 

even when you are logged in and don’t need to answer every question each time, it’s worth allowing yourself 

5 minutes to report online.  Full instructions are inside the test kits – do leave yourself time to read this 

through, the first few times are likely to take you longer as you get used to it - we all got used to it pretty 

quickly! 

Schools are not responsible for monitoring the take up or use of lateral flow tests; we are only able to 

signpost you to where you can get hold of the tests and information from the Government. 

As children return to school it will be essential to continue to observe and follow the lockdown rules, using 

these tests is another way we can all work together to prevent further spread of Covid-19. 

Book Donation: Thank you to Steve Stacey for his generous gift to the school of sets of books to support 

positive mental health.  These are a fantastic addition to our community library/classrooms to support 

children's wellbeing. 

ESA Lottery: The winner of the March lottery is Kathryn Jose. Congratulations! 

Future dates:   

Friday 19 March – Comic relief – we would like to invite the children to wear non-school uniform in exchange 

for a donation via ParentPay using this link 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2053 

Monday 29 March – Rainbow day – wear your own clothes (non-uniform) in the brightest colours you have.  

This day will focus on ‘Living in the Wider World’ and focus on careers, managing money and aspirations. 

Thursday 1 April – last day of the Spring Term 

Monday 19 April – Non Pupil Day 

Tuesday 20 April – first day back of the Summer Term for the children 

Plea from reception: If you have a spare single duvet you would be happy to donate to school please email 

admin for the attention of Mrs Whitcomb, thank you.   

Chicken Pox: We have had confirmed cases of Chicken Pox in KS1 classes. Please be on the lookout for 

symptoms, children with chicken pox need to stay off school until all the spots have scabbed over and they 

no longer have a raised temperature. 

World Book Day –Tomorrow: This year, £1 book vouchers are virtual and will be sent out via ParentPay. Our 

daily live zooms will have a book focus on the day so have your favourite book ready to share and children in 

school can bring in their favourite book if they would like. Some of the home learning activities on that day 

will be book themed. The official World Book Day website is hosting live events; these are today, tomorrow 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2053


 

 

 

and Friday from 10.30 am for 30 minutes. More information is available 

here: https://www.worldbookday.com/events/ (Age recommendations: Wednesday LOL 7+, Thursday Life 

4+, Friday Books and the real world 9+). 

                                           

   

                                                                              

   

Well done to everyone who joined in with 

the World Book Day Toilet Roll Challenge! 

Here are a few of the brilliant designs that 

were sent in 

Left: Joe in Yr6 
Right: Jasmine in 
Yr3 

Below: William in Rec 
Right: Erin Yr4 
Far right: Amelie Yr3 
 

https://www.worldbookday.com/events/

